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RED BLUFF — Tehama County Board of Supervisors directed county staff to look 
into two routes for a secondary access road for Lake California. 

One route connects to Snively Road and the other goes through River Ranch Road 
and ties into Jellys Ferry Road. 

“This issue has come up under different umbrellas a number of times,” said Chief 
Administrator Bill Goodwin. “With the recent fires in Redding and the Stoll Fire and the 
one up in Ponderosa (Sky Ranch) it has really brought a need for discussion of a 
secondary access for Lake California.” 

There are several areas in Tehama County in a similar situation, including Rancho 
Tehama Reserve, but this is a starting point, Goodwin said. 

Attempts have been made to contact Wild Thyme Ranch LLC. The property is a trust 
and requires conversation multiple family members, he said. 

Multiple attempts to get talks started have been made by the county, the Lake 
California Property Owners Association and Eihnard Diaz of Diaz Associates Land 
Use and Environmental Planning on behalf of his clients, the Lake California Property 
Association and Leviathan Corporation, Goodwin said. 

After looking at various alignments and talking with fire and public works departments, 
six routes were presented Tuesday by Diaz. Four of the six routes connect to Jellys 
Ferry Road. 

The first three routes connect to Jellys Ferry and are roughly 5 miles, affecting four or 
five property owners. 

The fourth is a 3.4-mile stretch that would use River Ranch Road, a privately 
maintained road accessed only through gates, that ties in to Jellys Ferry Road. 

The fifth goes through Sunset Hills to Snively Road, but would require a bridge to 
cross Patterson Creek, at a cost of at least $400,000 to $450,000, Diaz said. 

The sixth, initially submitted to Wild Thyme, is a 4.74-mile route that would affect three 
property owners and connect to Snively Road. Two of the three property owners 
affected are already on board, Goodwin said. 

It was asked whether the road would be just for emergencies or a secondary access 
road that would be permanently open. Consensus of the board was either way it 
needed to be clear what the purpose was and eminent domain is a last resort. 

Cal Fire Assistant Fire Chief Matt Chamblin said he has been involved in talks of a 
secondary route for emergencies for about five to six years. His recommendation was 



the route using River Ranch Road as it is the shortest and would bring the most 
benefit to all. The access route would allow the Lake California fire department to 
serve that community and with a lower ISO rating, used to set insurance rates. 

Increased access might bring about “more nefarious activity” and the potential for 
more wildfire activity, Chamblin said. 

River Ranch Road being gated would reduce that problem, Diaz said. There was the 
potential to add another gate in the area that could be controlled by lock box or a 
frequency. 

Lake California Fire Department Chief Chris Wikeen said River Ranch Road would be 
the most beneficial route, but stressed the need to explore multiple routes as exits can 
be blocked or become unusable in an emergency. 

Staff will be preparing a planned line study, which looks more in depth at 
environmental issues and whether or not a bridge would be needed, said Public 
Works Director Tim McSorley. 

 


